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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

We had a good 2025 convention at Chattanooga. Those who were not able to attend can enjoy 
highlights of the convention on the next pages of the Journal. Next year, 2026, we are tentatively 
planning to hold our CSXTHS convention in Nashville, Tennessee, in conjunction with the 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad Historical Society Convention. There should be a steam train 
ride. More in the next issue of the CSXTHS Journal. 

The Massachusetts Bay Railroad Enthusiast has donated 41 boxes of railroad slides to our 
organization. Grayson Wilhoite, the CSXTHS’ archivist, is starting to scan and catalog the slides. 

We appreciate all the members who sent in scans of CSXT heritage units for display in this issue 
of the Journal. Hope you enjoy the photos. 

Lots of positive feedback on the two Pumpkin locomotive issues. We need photos of CSXT 
Operation Red Block locomotives for a forthcoming CSXTHS Journal. 
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CSXTHS 2025 CONVENTION REPORT 

Four members of the CSXT Historical Society joined with the Louisville & Nashville 
Railroad Historical Society on October 3 to 5, 2025, to railfan Chattanooga, Tennessee. On 
Friday morning there were three presentations: Preview of 2026 NMRA Convention in 
Chattanooga, modeling L&N freight cars, and CSXT Patio Yard to Corbin Yard. The 
afternoon  saw us visiting the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum (TVRM)  to see the 
L&NHS and Southern Railway Historical Society archives building and tour the outdoor 
displays. The archive building, owned by TVRM, is leased to the two historical societies, 
while the lower floor houses the local NMRA chapter’s model train layout. That evening 
Tim Andrews, President of TVRM, gave a talk on the history of the organization and its 
future plans. 

Saturday saw us take a75 mile train ride behind Southern Railway steam locomotive 4501 
from Chattanooga to Summerville, Georgia, and back. We were treated to a dinner on 
board the train and got to watch TVRM turn the locomotive on the turntable at 
Summerville.   

On Sunday morning we visited CSXT’s Wauhatchie Yard and Pilgrim grain elevator. The 
afternoon saw us riding the Chattanooga Incline and railfanning Norfolk  Southern 
Railway DeButts Yard from Coffey’s Cliff. The 2025 conference ended at 4:00 PM with us 
scattering to head home. 

.  

Friday’s presentation by Mont Switzer on L&N freight car loads 
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The Swap Room 

 

 

Tim Andrews, President  of the Tennessee Valley Museum was the dinner speaker and spoke on 
the history of TVRM. 
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L&NHS and Southern Railway Historical Society archive building. L&N on left and SRHS 
on right. Downstairs is a model railroad club. 

 

 

 

L&NHS main archive room 
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SRHS was just moving into their space 

 

 

Model train layout downstairs 
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Above and below: The TVRM display yard 
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The TVRM Depot 

 

 

Southern Railway 5000 was pulling an excursion train. 
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Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis Railroad #710 was pulling a local excursion train. 
Tennessee, Alabama & Georgia Railroad #80 was waiting assignment, and Norfolk 

Southern #6016 was rolling by with a unit grain train. 

 

NC&SL 710 pulls from the depot. 
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Above and below: TVRM workshop yard 
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Above and below: Southern Railway 4501 
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A close-up of Southern 4501 

  

Chattanooga National Cemetery with the Andrews Raiders monument 
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Passing through the Chickamauga Battlefield 

 

This car paced our train near Summerville, Georgia. 
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Mary Ann Bogart, Jim Bergant, and John Jensen wait for lunch to be served 

 

 

At Summerville, preparing to turn Southern 4501 
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Turning Southern 4501 on the turntable at Summerville. 
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Passing by Lafayette, Georgia, home of the Chattanooga & Chickamauga Railroad. 
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The signs that greeted us on arrival at CSXT Wauhatchie Yard. 
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Wauhatchie Yard layout presented to us. 
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Above and below: The Wauhatchie Yard office building with the Yard tower 
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Above and below: Inside the Wauhatchie tower control room 

 



21  CSXTHS Journal Vol 14 No 2 - 2025 Convention Issue 

 

 

 

  

Close-up of the Wauhatchie tower control room track board 

 

A view from the Wauhatchie Tower toward the new yard building. 
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Above and below: Safety notices on display in the crew room. 
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Above and below : Views west into Wauhatchie Yard 
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The far west end of Wauhatchie Yard 

 

Sign on the Signal Gang Shop door 
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Above and below: Signage at the Wauhatchie Car Repair Shop 
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Above and below: The Wauhatchie Car Repair Shop 
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A variety of couplers sit on a rack outside the Wauhatchie Car Shop. 

 

CSXT 2804 awaits her next job. 
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CSXT 6589 and CSXT 6600 have just been parked by their crew who have entered the Yard 
office to complete their paperwork for the day. 

 

CSXT 2785, CSXT 2649 and CSXT 2774 along with CSXT L&N 41288 sit trackside. 
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Above and below: Views of L&N 41288, a Jorden Spreader 
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Above and below: Views of the Wauchatchie shoving platform. 
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Above and below: Blue flag signage. 
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Above and below: The pump house for maintaining air pressure used for remote throwing 
of yard switches. 
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Above and below: More views of the air pressure pump house. 
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Above and below: Some Wauchatchie Yard signage 
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Above and below: Close-up of Wauchatchie Yard air powered switches. 
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A view east into Wauchatchie Yard 

 

CSXT 4323 and CSXT 8243, the yard switchers, were tied down during our visit. 
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CSXT 299318 stood in Wauchatchie Yard in fresh paint applied for a photo shot. 

 

NYC 293100 sat in the Yard covered in typical graffiti paint. 
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Above and Below: Pilgrim’s grain elevator is located at the west end of the Wauchatchie Yard. 
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Coffey’s Cliff is located at the east end of Norfolk Southern Railway’s DeButts Yard. Its 
physical address is 1900 Stuart Street. This address is a vacant lot at the end of Stuart Street, with 
6 foot high weeds growing in it and a narrow dirt road cutting through. Some 100 feet down this 
dirt road, through impenetrable towering weeds, is Coffey’s Cliff. Here is located a very small 
road turnaround, 20 feet by 20 feet. You might want to walk in before driving in to check if any 
parking is available and if you can turn your car around in the available area to exit. If you plan 
to spend some time at Coffey’s Cliff, a folding chair is a necessary creature’s comfort. 

Coffey’s Cliff is located some 20 feet above the track on a rock ledge created when a cut was 
made to provide access to what is now DeButts Yard. The nearest railroad track to Coffey’s Cliff 
is a CSXT run through track. The remaining track is all NS.  The view is down into the NS Yard. 
NS locomotives switching the Yard often pull up to Coffey’s Cliff when making up trains. One 
also gets to view west bound NS trains entering the Yard and east bound NS trains leaving.  

 

 

In this view a NS train is leaving the Yard; one is entering the Yard and one is making up a train. 
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Above and below: Views into DeButts Yard from Coffey’s Cliff. 
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Above and below: The near track is CSXT. Unfortunately, we saw no CSXT train during our stay 
at Coffey’s Cliff. 
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Above and below: NS action at Coffey’s Cliff. 
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CSXT HERITAGE UNITS 

 

Dan Davidson 

 

Jonathan Konopka 
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Dan Davidson 

 

Roger Smith 
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Justin Shaw 

 

Justin Shaw 
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The NC&SL heritage unit at Martin, Kentucky Yard – Everett Young 

 

Everett Young 
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Everett Young 

 

1008 racing thru Weedsport, New York, with the NYC Heritage in the lead on a snowy 
November night in Upstate New York.- Justin Shaw  
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CSX I008 with the Bitter&Overcold Heritage in the lead, otherwise known as the Baltimore and 
Ohio on this cold night in Palmyra, NY. – Justin Shaw 

 

Mike Gertner 
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ALONG THE CSXT TRACK 

 

Fresh out of the CSX Huntington SD70MACe rebuild program, CSX 4714 leads manifest freight 
M692 as it heads up the Big Sandy Subdivision. The train splits the pair of C&O bracket signals 
at East Point, Kentucky, as a tiny hint of sun tries to break through the clouds. Joesph Cermak 

 

A CSXT coal train is seen crossing the Big Sandy River from Kenova, West Virginia,  into 
Kentucky. Next stop is Russell Yard. Track in the foreground is the start of the Big Sandy 

Subdivision, Catlettsburg to Elkhorn City. Joseph Cermak 
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I took this photo in 2019. It is a composition of three photos taken over an hour’s period by my 
tripod camera. First shot was of NS 3485, then of CSXT 720, and finally of CSXT 907. Then the 

magic of photo shop and a photo of an event that did not happen. Casey Thompson  

 

With coal loads from Grafton bound for Brice, North Carolina, CSX C760 heads south on the 
Big Sandy Subdivision behind an AC4400, SD70MACe, and AC44CWM. As the train rolls 

south of Louisa, Kentucky, it crosses the Levisa Fork of the Big Sandy River just north of RB 
Cabin. Joseph Cermak 
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On November 14, 2025, the Forest Hill Flyover in Chicago opened. Part of the CREATE 
Program, the flyover eliminated two CSXT diamonds crossing Union Pacific and METRA track. 

– CSXT Photo  

 

 L321 in Sterling, Ohio, December 2, 2025 – Roger Smith  
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Aaron Bryant 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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TWO FAMILY LINE SURVIVORS 

David Baer 

The Family Lines paint scheme disappeared more than 40 years ago when the CSXT merger 
lowered the Family Lines flag.  Interestingly, the Family Lines paint remains intact on freight 
cars, which have been sold by CSXT.  The Reading, Blue Mountain and Northern has picked up 
several covered hoppers which remain in Family Lines paint, re-numbered and re-lettered 
RBMN.  On October 5, 2025, RBMN 10142 sits at the west end of Norfolk Southern's Conway 
Yard in Freedom, Pennsylvania, with its Family Lines paint scheme mostly intact.  Freedom, 
Pennsylvania, is directly across the Ohio River from CSXT's Pittsburgh Subdivision with the 
CSXT hidden behind the buildings across the Ohio River in the background.  Working as a 
Conway Yard puller assignment is one of two Norfolk Southern Pennsylvania assigned ECO slug 
sets, in the special NS ECO paint scheme, GP33ECO 6727 and RP-M4C slug 659.   

In the consist of CSXT westbound M369 on September 13, 2025, was VWCX 250296, still in 
good Family Lines paint, taken at West Aliquippa, Pennsylvania.  The "Fam" letters in Family 
Lines have been painted over at some point, while the rest of the lettering is still intact.  While 
the car has been re-lettered, the car retains its Family Line number.  VWCX has several covered 
hoppers still operating in Family Lines paint.   

 

 

RBMN 10142 sits at the west end of Norfolk Southern's Conway Yard in Freedom, 
Pennsylvania, with its Family Lines paint scheme mostly intact. 
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VWCX 250296 is seen still in Family Lines paint, at West Aliquippa, Pennsylvania. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

The 2025 CSXT Santa Train schedule  
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